SOME REFLECTIONS ON COMMUNITY
(A)  Community:



-  a group of individuals



-  unified or linked by some shared goal, value, purpose, mission, need or concern



-  often living in close proximity



-  interacting with one another for the mutual welfare of all concerned

(B)   Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 3:42 – 47:


They devoted themselves to the apostles’ instruction and the communal life.


A reverent fear overtook them all, 

for many wonders and signs were performed by the apostles.


Those who believed shared all things in common; 


They would sell their property and goods, dividing everything on the basis of each one’s need.


They went to the temple area together every day while in their homes they broke bread.


With exultant and sincere hearts they took their meals in common, 


Praising God and winning the approval of all the people.  


Day by day the Lord added to their numbers those who were being saved.

(C)  My five communities of which I am a member and seven common characteristics: 
(D)  My Communities:


1)  My family




- four kids, small house, one salary


- had what we needed but no luxuries



- Irish Catholic “ghetto”



- values of sharing, being kind to others, and  do the job right if worth doing at all



- loyalty to family and friends



- faith in words more than deeds



- grandparents in same house during Depression raised their seven kids and 3 “orphans”


2)  Our Church



- respect for nuns and priests



- altar server, parish events



- know the faith; catechism



- important component of our identity



-  I was “at home” wherever I went around the world.  The Church Universal.


3)  The Society of Jesus



- entered in 1965, like a second family



- provided for all my needs; formed and shaped me (education, degrees)



- followed my father’s dictum to choose friends who are smarter, better and holier than 



  you so that you will learn from them and grow



- communities of individuals



- respecting differences and benefiting from gifts and talents



- broader vision of the world, the Church, the human race



- I have lived in 11 communities in 47 years, last 23 were a community of one.


4)  The Priesthood



- tremendous fraternity



- world-wide experience



- Am I my brother’s keeper?



- many and varied paths to sanctity



- varieties of modus operandi are the richness of the Church



- opportunity to mentor five vocations from the military



- 17% of American priests have served in the military, yet less than 1% of Americans 



  have ever served in the Armed Forces



- privilege of teaching for four years at a diocesan seminary, training parish priests


5)  The United States Navy and the United States Marine Corps



- eleven communities all over the world during various tours of duty


- experience of deployment and life aboard ship



- transit the Arabian Gulf : forty days and forty nights’



- living overseas in three communities: Keflavik, Gaeta, Okinawa



- no expiration date on the bonds and friendships

(E)  Common Characteristics: “The Seven C’s”

1)  Consideration



- tight quarters: respect space, possessions, privacy




- situational awareness of needs of others.



- priorities; ship, shipmate, self


2)  Cooperation



- give and take on a daily basis in matters great and small


- identify priorities; “choose your battles”


- selflessness


3)  Contribution



- generous sharing of time, talents, resources


- complementarity


4)  Contrition



- swiftly admit wrong



- humbly ask for forgiveness



- be sincere



- grant forgiveness and then move on



- no room for revenge


5)  Correction




- care enough and be brave to speak to one another



- very biblical principle and priority



- praise in public, correct in private, as we say in the military


- self-discipline



- requires courage and humility



- don’t be a “guilty by-stander” who stood by, watched, and did not intervene


6)  Commitment



- loyalty and compassion


- for better or worse



- be who you say you are


7)  Conviction



- faith, hope and love



- transcends what is obvious



- be optimistic which encourages one another.



- remember Peter stepping out into the water: he lost his focus on Jesus and became 



  preoccupied with the wind and the waves, and thus began to sink.

(F) Summary:


- God gave us each other – it is not good for man to be alone


- Jesus commanded us to love one another; the greatest commandment


- Whatever you do for the least of my brethren, you do for me.


- We are all heaven-bound so help one another along the way!


- Story of the Deacon Lawrence:

- Seven deacons martyred in 258 under Emperor Valerian


- He was the treasurer who held the poor as the wealth of the Church


Your pastor says on the parish web site:


We believe that St. Lawrence parish is 


a place where people find a spiritual home; 


a place where people can come to know more deeply the love of God; 


a place where we can be nourished on our faith journey; and,


a place where we can share our time and talents in ministry

Sounds like community to me!


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Comments by Robert L. Keane, S.J.

Men’s Cornerstone Retreat

Saint Lawrence the Martyr Catholic Church

375 Main Street – Chester, NJ  07930

December 8, 2012

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
PAGE  
3

