CS 2 Prayer Session Topic: Death
Inspired by poem: “A time to sing and a time to dance”
March 13, 2018

Readings from the second Sunday of Lent 2-25-18
Responsorial Psalm Ps 116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-19
R. (116:9) I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.

Gospel Mk 9:2-10
Jesus took Peter, James, and John
and led them up a high mountain apart by themselves.
And he was transfigured before them,
and his clothes became dazzling white,
such as no fuller on earth could bleach them.
Then Elijah appeared to them along with Moses,
and they were conversing with Jesus.
Then Peter said to Jesus in reply,
"Rabbi, it is good that we are here!
Let us make three tents:
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah."
He hardly knew what to say, they were so terrified.
Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them;
from the cloud came a voice,
"This is my beloved Son. Listen to him."
Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone
but Jesus alone with them.
As they were coming down from the mountain,
he charged them not to relate what they had seen to anyone,
except when the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
So they kept the matter to themselves,
questioning what rising from the dead meant.

Reflection Song: I can only Imagine Casting Crows Please reflect on the image of Jesus Transfiguration
and image yourself as Peter, John, and James. Contemplate the last sentence of the Gospel….. “So they
kept the matter to themselves, questioning what rising from the dead meant”
Deuteronomy 30:19

“I have set before you life and death, choose life”

Anam Cara by John O’donohue Page 223 Birth as Death

At-One-Ment, Not Atonement
Sunday, January 21, 2018 Richard Rohr Daily Reflection
The common reading of the Bible is that Jesus “died for our sins”—either to pay a debt to the
devil (common in the first millennium) or to pay a debt to God (proposed by Anselm of
Canterbury, 1033-1109). Franciscan philosopher and theologian John Duns Scotus (1266-1308)
agreed with neither of these understandings.

While the Church has not rejected the Franciscan position, it has been a minority view.
The many “substitutionary atonement theories”—which have dominated the last 800
years of Christianity—suggest that God demanded Jesus to be a blood sacrifice to
“atone” for our sin-drenched humanity. The terrible and un-critiqued premise is that
God could need payment, and even a very violent transaction, to be able to love and
accept God’s own children! These theories are based on retributive justice rather than
the restorative justice that the prophets and Jesus taught.
For Duns Scotus, the incarnation of God and the redemption of the world could never be
a mere mop-up exercise in response to human sinfulness, but had to be the proactive
work of God from the very beginning. We were “chosen in Christ before the world was
made” (Ephesians 1:4). Our sin could not possibly be the motive for the incarnation—or
we were steering the cosmic ship! Only perfect love and divine self-revelation could
inspire God to come in human form. God never merely reacts, but supremely and
freely acts—out of love.
Salvation is much more about at-one-ment from God’s side than any needed atonement
from our side. Jesus did not come to change the mind of God about humanity (it did not
need changing)! Jesus came to change the mind of humanity about God!

This Photo was taken recently while on a valentine get-a-way with Mary in Lake George. In Richard
Rohr’s daily reflection was a very similar picture of a dead leaf……but the title of the daily reflection was
“Creation”
Walter Michura……Please provide your thoughts!

Nicholas of Cusa 1401-1464 Cardinal under Pope Nicholas V a mystic of the Catholic Church and
astronomer “God is an infinite circle whose center is everywhere and whose circumference is
nowhere.
Reflect on the below words…..does your perception of the meaning change for you?

NOWHERE?
and/or
NOW HERE?
Saint Paul to the Philippians 3:10

ATONEMENT
and / or
AT ONE MENT

Jesus and his final Seven Words on the Cross:

Reflection Song: Come with me by Phil Collins:

Open Discussion:
Conversational Prayer:
•
•
•
•

Jesus is here:
Thank you Jesus:
Help my sister – brother Lord
Help Me Lord

Closing Prayers:
Our Father who art in Heaven…….
Hail Mary full of Grace……..

