Cornerstone Prayer Meeting – December 2018
I. INVITATION TO PRAY
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.
II. OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for all of the gifts you have given us, especially the gift of your Son whose birth we will celebrate in less than two weeks. Open our hearts and minds so that we may be able to receive Christ with true joy, and grant us grace to be a loving example of Your love. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.
All: Amen
III. REFLECTIVE MUSIC: “Restore to Me” (Pearson-Shelton & Powell)
Hide your face from my sins 
and cover my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Don't cast me away from Your presence 
don't take Your spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation. 
Restore to me the wonders of your love.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation.
Restore to me, restore to me.
Hide your face from my sins 
and cover my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Don't cast me away from Your presence 
don't take Your spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation. 
Restore to me the wonders of your love.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation.
Restore to me, restore to me.
Deliver me from this hour of darkness
Through the pain and brokenness
And I will sing of Your loving kindness
And of Your righteousness
Restore to me the joy of your salvation. 
Restore to me the wonders of your love.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation.
Restore to me, restore to me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation. 
Restore to me the wonders of your love.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation.
Restore to me, restore to me.
IV. PROCLAIM SCRIPTURE (1 Peter 5:2-11)
Reader: A reading from the first letter of St. Peter
Tend the flock of God in your midst, overseeing not by constraint but willingly, as God would have it, not for shameful profit but eagerly. Do not lord it over those assigned to you, but be examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd is revealed, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 
And all of you, clothe yourselves with humility in your dealings with one another, for: "God opposes the proud but bestows favor on the humble." So humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time.
Cast all your worries upon him because he cares for you. Be sober and vigilant. Your opponent the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in faith, knowing that your fellow believers throughout the world undergo the same sufferings. 
The God of all grace who called you to his eternal glory through Christ Jesus will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you after you have suffered a little. To him be dominion forever. Amen
V. QUOTE
“An authentic faith - which is never comfortable or completely personal - always involves a deep desire to change the world, to transmit values, to leave this earth somehow better than we found it."
Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, N.183
V. INVITATION TO REFLECT
Leader: Respond to anything that speaks to you.
VI. CONVERSATIONAL PRAYER
1. Jesus is here - We focus on Jesus and welcome him, audibly and silently, with praise and adoration.
2. Thank you, Lord - Thank Jesus for people you care about, calling them by name. Be audible and brief.
3. Help me, Lord - Be honest, specific and to the point.  Jesus asks, “What do you want me to do for you?  Answer him by praying for yourself (that is, for your problems, for forgiveness, guidance healing) using the pronoun “I” “my” and “me.”
4. Help my brother/sister Lord - Pray for each person by name when you pray.
VII. CLOSING PRAYER
Almighty Father,
You have called us together as a community of faith
here at St. Lawrence Parish.
We thank you for all the gifts you have given us:
our lives, our loved ones, all that we have 
and all that we are.
May your Spirit give us the grace to recognize our gifts
and the faith to use them in service
to you and to your Church.
Make us good stewards of all we have received,
generously sharing our time, talent and treasure
to further your mission here on earth.
Show us the joy of generosity;
remind us that our parish and our world
need “Good Samaritans” to heal the wounds of our times.
Make us a gift to others in your name, 
so that when our time on earth is through,
may we be welcomed into your heavenly Kingdom
and hear you say,
“Well done, my good and faithful servant.”
All: Amen.
VIII. PRAYER CIRCLE


